Driving Horse Clinic
Selecting a driving horse (What makes a good driving horse?)

Confirmation - isn’t as important as you might think 

Breed


Age as a factor


Temperament – more important than physical capacity 

Teach the horse something new and watch how he responds 

Selecting a driver (What makes a good driver?)


Understands what leadership is for the horse



Security is the herd, not the location

Proactive, not reactive


Observant


Methodical – in teaching and in handling 


Patient – willing to allow the horse to learn at his own speed

Basic everyday handling


Herd hierarchy from the horse’s perspective

Be in charge of every horse in the pasture
Don’t sneak around your horse


Purposely expose the horse to unusual activities


Feeding time is learning time


Stop stand and wait


Trust – the easiest think to break, the hardest thing to repair


Respecting each other’s space

Teach the horse to yield (with the slightest touch, with no touch)

Leading (from in front)

Parallel Lunging (leading from the side)

Ground Driving (leading from behind)

Desensitizing your horse


How to teach the horse (anything):

1. “Do as little as possible, but as much as necessary.” – Ray Hunt
2. It’s the release of pressure that teaches the horse.

Approach and retreat 


Go up the scale gradually so you don’t exceed the horse’s tolerance level


Remove the pressure before the horse moves

Things the horse should be able to tolerate:

Being touched anywhere 

Plastic bags (large, small, below, above, in your hand, on a stick, blowing 

                                in the wind, dark, light, slow, fast)


Ropes - Teach the horse to lead by all four feet



 Get the horse used to dragging ropes

Movement (slow, fast, small, large)
                             People – walking or running toward them



     Bicycles – passing them or coming toward them



     SKATEBOARDS - very scary to most horses – skateboarders 

                                                              are usually oblivious to their surroundings 

Noises – Loud impact noises: dropping buckets, boards, lawn mowers, etc.



 Radios, people shouting, screaming kids


Traffic – Automobiles, trucks, trains, etc.


Animals – Barking dogs, cattle, sheep, llamas, other horses

Blowing flags / balloons 


Rolling balls


Aluminum cans – seeing, dropping, crushing


Separation Anxiety 

The cumulative affect of emotions

“The straw that broke the camel’s back” 

Your Awareness / Leadership – Are you the calming force in the horse’s world?

Handling a run away horse

Priorities:   1. Directional Control – “Drive through the problem!”
                                                                             Guide the horse where he runs.  
                                    2. Speed Control – Regain foot speed after you’ve got directional

                                                         control.
Teaching lateral movement (developing self-carriage in the horse)


Teach lateral movement from the ground first



Get the horse to yield its front quarters 



Get the horse to disengage its hind quarters


Half pass the horse down the rail



Half pass the horse along the rail by applying a half halt with the outside
                        rein as his inside hind leg leaves the ground. 

Half pass the horse in a circle



Stay to the outside of the horse when first starting this exercise.



Drift the horse laterally to make the circle larger and smaller


Half pass the horse along the rail



Half pass the horse away from the rail


Half pass the horse toward the rail

